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Abstract

A hand-woven rug has a language and inherits the cultural, religious, and social messages and its
weaver feelings. To know the messages that a rug can offer from the past to the present needs to
read the symbolic language of the designs and motifs. However, in most cases, information about
the meanings of a rug as an artwork is not available; hence, a logical and systematic method should
be used to get past the image and reach the real concept. This research tries to reveal the hidden
messages behind the motifs of a Hadji-Djalili rug with a Mihrab design, which has two prominent
features: (1) the tree of life in the middle of the rug is a hybrid type, and (2) the weaver has dyed it
with special elegance in the way of a real highlight (or Abrash). These are rarely seen in other altar
rugs. Based on this, the study follows to find answers to these questions: What are the symbolic con-
cepts that are hidden behind the design, pattern, and color of the mentioned rug? And how can they
be achieved? What is the final meaning of the symbolic language of these motifs? Thus, the aim of
through the three this research is to use Panofsky’s iconology method to find the layers of meaning
stages of “pre-iconography description, iconography analysis, and iconology interpretation”. This
research is written with the descriptive-analytical method and uses library information and written
documents. The results of the iconography analysis, which is formed by connecting the chain of
meanings hidden behind the motifs, confirmed the “votive or endowment” of the mentioned rug.
On the other hand, the interpretation of iconology shows that the weaver of this rug knowingly or
unknowingly created an artwork, which emphasizes the need for a man (or a worshiper) to achieve
.spiritual evolution through the entrance to the existence circle and spiritual ascension

.Keywords: Mihrab rug, Panofsky’s Iconology, Hadji Djalili, Symbolic language, Motif and color
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