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Abstract

The people of Kurmanj, North Khorasan, are one of the active tribes of Iran in creating kilims,
and this art is one of their most important household products. This developmental study, after
examining one hundred and thirty samples of Kurmanji kilim (40 samples from the residents of
Kermanshah villages in North Khorasan, 36 samples from Kurmanj nomads and 54 samples in the
collections of merchants and carpet sellers in Bojnourd, Quchan and Meshad) and extracting the
samples taken by their nature, it tries to study the typology of these maps and the ways of combining
them. The qualitative data analyzed in this study have been collected in both field and documentary
methods. The patterns of Kurmanji kilim can be thematically divided into four groups: 1. Natural
patterns 2. Patterns taken from the tools 3. Abstract patterns 4. Geometric micro-patterns which have
the largest number and variety of natural themes.

Due to the Kormanjs dependency on geographic and environmental factors, nature has become a
mighty and mythical power in their minds. Natural motifs in Kurmanji Kilim are classified into three
groups: 1. Animal motifs that are represented in figurative, imaginary and symbolic styles (such as
peacock, duck, chicken, cock, eagle, camel, deer, ram, dog, goat, butterfly, sparrow, fox, etc)

2. Plant motifs (such as dandelion and different kinds of flowers, trees or herbs); 3. Motifs taken
from natural phenomena (such as: star, spring and mountain). Relationship with nature is also ob-
vious in the composition of these motifs on a Kilim. Most of the context patterns are more directly
related to the weavers’ daily life, while margin patterns are usually inspired by the nature around

their tribal life or their symbolic and improvisational ideas.

Keywords: The Kurmanj Nomad of North Khorasan, Kurmanji Kilim, Natural Motifs, Typology.
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