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Abstract

Iran is an ancient country with very rich culture, art, and history. People who reside there have
different cultures and religions. One of the most important and classical art in Iran is carpet which
has been started many years ago. This art has an appropriate bed to present motifs and symbols that
show beliefs, traditions, social changes, religious thought and etc. By various motifs and patterns on
Persian rug, it is a proper commodity for presentation and communication with individuals and so-
cieties that are different with each other in the religion and culture’s idea. The rug that Naser al-Din
Shah donated his Jewish doctor, Nur Mohammad, is one of these rugs which has religious motifs
and symbols. Nur Mohammad was a Jewish doctor of Naseri Court who survived an assassination,
then Naser al-Din Shah presented him with this rug as a gift. It is hypothesized that this carpet is not
an ordinary rug, but one to create a communication between different societies and religions. The
purpose of this paper is to read the symbols and analyze the concepts of this rug and answer to this
question: In what discourse context was the reading and analysis of the carpet donated by Naser al-
Din Shah to the Jewish doctor formed? What are the correlations between the motifs of this carpet
and the pillars of Judaism? This paper endeavors to read these symbols and compare them with the
Holy Bible and other available information in written scripture, using discourse analysis method and
interviewing people who are aware of Judaism's concepts and patterns. This paper concludes that the
existing motifs of this rug are adopted from the old testament and the carpet weaver demonstrates the
concept of holiness and importance of the holy figures in Judaism by weaving the in a large figure
and repeating parts of their holy book.

Keywords: carpet, Judaism, symbol and pattern, Naser al-Din Shah, Nur Mohammad.
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