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Investigating the Association between Capitalist System
and Carpet Industry in Kerman during Qajar Period

Reza Sehhat Manesh
Associate Professor and Board Member, Department of History, Faculty of Humanities, Jiroft
University
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Abstract

Carpet weaving was the most important industry of Kerman province in the end of Qajar period.
This industry attracted a large number of manpower and allotted itself the highest number of exports.
many factors affected the flourishing of carpet weaving of Kerman. The most effective factor in the
prosperous of the industry was foreign investment and demand. In this study, the author set out to
discuss about weaving of carpet in Kerman and want to response to the following question; What
was the association between the capitalist system and the global market with carpet industry of
Kerman during the Qajar period? The research method of this paper is descriptive-analytic and the
author refers to the historical records and documents. Findings of the study show that the growth
of carpet weaving ensued by a type of global division of labor and based on that, Iran is located on
the edge of international business system. Concentration on carpet weaving caused others industries
to diminish and their human resource to attract to carpet weaving. Therefore, carpet weaving was
on the pinnacle of Kerman and even Iran industries. Rate of carpet export embraced 53/21 percent
of the whole of Kerman’s export between the years 1906 to 1907 (1324-1325 SH). This number
increased to over 99/5 percent between the years 1909-1910 and on the year WWI started (1913-
1914), export of Iranian carpet and shawl to Europe and America through Bandar Abbas increased

to 97/78 percent of Kerman’s export.

Keywords: Capitalist, Carpet weaving, Carpet exportation, Kerman, Qajar
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