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Abstract

Persian carpets are a visualization of paradise. Bird motifs are seen as a symbol of soul, flight and
freedom and this is the underlying reason behind the inseparable relation and connection between
Persian carpets and bird motifs. Most of these birds are woven realistically or as abstract figures,
sometimes flying and sometimes sitting on tree branches in Persian carpet. Chaharmahal and Bakh-
tiari is one of the regions which uses bird motifs realistically or as abstract figures in designing
carpets. Therefore, the most important goal of this research is to study bird motif as a common motif
in the carpets of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari region. Next to this procedure, this research studies
bird motif and Holy Triad, and bird motif and tree as a repeating pattern. It also studies the semiotics
of this motif in the carpets of this region and studies and investigates the relation of bird motif to
the other elements in the carpets of this region. Due to the goals of this article, these questions are
proposed: what’s the relation between bird motif and other elements like tree motif, vase and other
animals woven in the carpets of this region? Is it possible to observe the symbolic companionship of
the Sacred Tree and the bird in the carpets of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari?

The research method is descriptive-analytic and it is fundamental due to its objective. In addition
to the library resources, field studies are used to gather the data specially for the pictures. The result
of investigating different bird motifs in the carpets of the region and the studied sample was that
each of bird motifs such as ringdove, nightingale and peacock alone and in combination with the
other birds and other elements like vase, used in the sample, refer to a kind of fertility and heaven.
The symbolic companionship of the Sacred Tree and the bird is depicted next to the vase, the sacred
element of the collection.

Key Words: Bird Motif, Carpets of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari, Symbolic Concept, Symbolic
Companionship, Sacred Tree and Bird
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