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Abstract

Sultan Abad is the name of one of the famous Iranian carpet weavers, which was later renamed Arak,
and in the past produced rural-style carpets. In the Qajar period, with the provision of activities of
multinational corporations such as Ziegler in this region, Sultan Abad becomes one of the carpet
product and export centers of Iran. This process leads to a change in the carpet style of the region
from rural to urban and the style of production for its own ( self-esteam) changes to the production
according to the order (employer). In the meanwhile, the women who have been responsible for the
textiles of these rugs, they will have a new economic and social role as the carpet market grows. But
contrary to the growth that was expected for carpet weavers due to economic prosperity, employ-
ment and, these developments have different effects on carpet weaving in this region and as a result,
economic and social status of women carpet weavers in Sultan Abad. This article has sought the ef-
fects of it with a descriptive—analytical method. The results show that in the process of transitioning
from self-esteam to employer, the freedom and feeling of the female carpet weaver towards painting
and embroidering her carpet has been ignored and her authority in creating her carpet has been taken
away from her. It can be said that the social and economic developments of this period eventually
led to the non-realization of economic and social rights of female carpet weavers in this region and

the degradation of the social status of the carpet weaving profession, which more or less continues.

Keywords: Carpet, Sultanabad, Ziegler, Female carpet weaver

Thisarticleisanexcerptfromtheresearch project “Identificationand analysis ofthe characteristics of the originality
of Sultanabadcarpetbasedontexture,color,designandmap”whichhasbeendonewiththesupportofArak University.
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