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An Explanation Study of the Causes of Difference in Coloring
and Dotting Methods of Isfahan and Tabriz Carpet Patterns

Abdollah Mirzaei
Ph.D. Assistant Professor, Faculty Member of Tabriz Islamic Art University

a.mirzaei@tabriziau.ac.ir

Abstract

The geographical expand of carpet production in Iran has resulted in the usage of various techniques
and methods in their conversion into carpet design patterns. Today, two distinct and inclusive meth-
ods are common in providing carpet patterns for urban carpets weaving in Iran named Isfahan and
Tabriz methods. The purpose of this research is to explain the causes of difference in the coloring
and pointing patterns of carpet designs in these two main carpet weaving regions. For this purpose,
first, by comparative study of the color and dotting methods of Isfahan and Tabriz carpet patterns,
the differences between them were extracted. Then, the reasons for these differences were studied
with emphasis on the structural and technical factors affecting these two regions’ carpets. The re-
sults showed the common styles of design and production in each region and the level of mutual
understanding of the complex human beings involved in the production system with respect to each
other's actions plays a pivotal role in changing the color and dotting methods of carpet designs. in Is-
fahan, for instance, persuasion to the existing situation and the traditionalism of producers and even
audiences towards the institutional situation has led to the continued usage of classic and traditional
designs in carpet patterns, and consequently, there was no need to invent different color schemes
and design dotting. On the other hand, the intrinsic and historical orientation towards innovation and
modernity among the carpet producers of Tabriz carpet has made the carpet designers to personalize
their action with a tendency to use realistic motifs and hybrid flowers. Therefore, without changing
the traditional color and dotting methods, these patterns are not meaningful and readable for the
majority of carpet weavers. To solve this problem, Tabriz Carpet Designers with the beforehand
knowledge of the ability of well-experienced and connoisseur weavers, have invented various meth-

ods and techniques to make their designs readable to these carpet weavers.

Keywords: Explanation Study. Color and Dot. Carpet pattern. Isfahan Carpet. Tabriz Carpet.
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